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When someone learns to think, 
they can stand. 

When they also learn to hear the 
still small voice of the Spirit,  
they can run.
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This book is intentionally short. 
That’s because it introduces a topic 

that could fill an encyclopedia and one 
which has been debated for thousands 
of years. Yes, I am talking about the tra-
dition of the Trinity. And of course, this 
touches on the nature of Jesus, and spe-
cifically his divinity. I want to make that 
clear right up front, since I don’t want 
anyone to accuse me of luring them in 
and then later trying to introduce theo-
logical confusion. 

In the following pages, I am going to ask 
you consider for a moment that based 
on the words of Christ, the doctrine 
(teaching) of the Trinity may be worthy 
of further investigation and questioning. 
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Trinity noun
‘tri-nə-tē

1. : the unity of the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit as three persons in one Godhead 
according to Christian dogma.

2. not capitalized : a group of three close-
ly related persons of things

3. or Trinity Sunday : the Sunday after 
Whitsunday observed as a feast in hon-
or of the Trinity.

First Known Use of Trinity
13th century, in the meaning defined at sense 
1.

History and Etymology for Trinity
Middle English trinite, from Anglo-French 
trinité, from Latin trinitat-, trinitas state of 
being threefold, from Latin trinus threefold
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Did You Know?
The nature of the Trinity (or Holy Trinity) has 
caused centuries of argument and division 
within the Christian faith. The word doesn’t 
actually appear in the Bible itself, but the 
New Testament does speak of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit together; the Father is 
understood as the protector of the Jews, 
the Son as the savior of mankind, and the 
Holy Spirit as the preserver of the church. 
Almost all the major Christian sects may be 
called trinitarian. The island of Trinidad is 
one of many places named with the Spanish 
translation of Trinity.

From Merriam-Webster dictionary.



9

Requisite Hyperbolic  
Qualification

Please know that I do not set out to attack 
Christian Orthodoxy. I’m not wounded by 
some leader and now trying to rebel. I’m also 
not hoping to draw attention to myself, be 
different or make a name. Similarly, I’m not 
interested in recreating Christianity to fit my 
lifestyle or that of the culture around me. I’m 
not looking to argue just for the sake of fight-
ing. I am not required by a publisher to crank 
out another book. I am not secretly Jehovah’s 
Witness or United Church of God. And final-
ly, I have no motivation to open myself up for 
criticism or unnecessary theological debate.

I feel the need to list all these because some-
times I read a book and it just seems like the 
author has an axe to grind, but maybe with 
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less than pure motives. My goals here are 
only:

1. To seek truth for the sake of truth. Be-
cause the truth sets us free. (John 8:32)

2. To glorify God, as 1 Corinthians 10:31 
reminds us.

I consider myself an independent person and 
a free thinker. However, there are many situa-
tions where I’m very content to go along with 
the popular opinion. In truth, as it relates to 
theological arguments, I have very little in-
terest in up-ending the apple cart. That is, I 
know my place as a non-seminary-trained lay 
person. I’m happy to let the experts and the 
academics decide on what is important.

In my understanding, part of the job of an 
expert involves trying to rightly divide truth 
from error. When they do come across er-
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rors, certain ones of them have even been 
known to apply the label of false teaching or 
heresy. Honestly, I rarely publicly use those 
terms myself, except in following the lead of 
those who have already applied them. And 
that’s because I feel like it’s beyond my train-
ing to be able to accurately determine what 
is, and what is not, actual heresy.

On the other hand, I do believe that I have 
access to the Holy Spirit which I think can 
prompt me to believe and accept certain 
teachings based on a sense of direction that 
I would consider to be spiritual. Even so, if I 
have those kinds of experiences or internal 
promptings, I always try to verify it with the 
Bible and with others whom I consider to be 
more expert than I. Without going into a long 
list of possible names let’s just say I general-
ly will look to people who tend to be in the 
genre of John Piper. 
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Still, the Trinity is a big issue. Some might 
ask, “Why, why in the world would you both-
er yourself over this aspect of Christian-
ity? What’s there to prove?” If that is you, 
I would only ask in reply, Why did the early 
priests-turned-astronomers seek to under-
stand the laws of the planets, stars and uni-
verse? Was there any benefit to them? And 
once they surmised that the earth was not 
flat, why did they bother to advance their 
theories, knowing it could cause controversy? 
Was there anything practical to gain? Even if 
correct, humanity would still eat, sleep, work 
and die. Nothing would change at all...Ex-
cept, of course, the whole universe. *wink*

There is another aspect for Christians, and 
that is I believe we should know intimately 
the Father and the Son. This issue does not 
have to be primarily about doctrine, as much 
as about knowing them. They are the basis 
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for all of creation, for life, for faith, for ev-
erything. There is value in trying to fathom 
as much as possible about those who rule 
heaven. We can never know everything, but 
I suspect that the pursuit is worthwhile.

So as we begin, I hope we’ll not get hung 
up too early on whether or not I could be 
considered a heretic. Because that’s not the 
point I’m trying to defend, nor the argument 
I desire to have. In fact, I don’t even really 
want to debate the doctrine of the Trinity. I 
only have three simple questions to ask: 

1. Why has Bible-based Western Protes-
tant Christianity accepted the doctrine 
of the Trinity, despite it being a Catho-
lic tradition that is explicitly not in the 
Bible?

2. Did Jesus ever openly claim to be God, 
or equal to God, in the four Gospels?
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3. Would our answers to the above ques-
tions cause us to re-think the Trinity 
tradition?

P.S. When I wrote this book, I had a Protestant 
audience in mind. That said, I would be hon-
ored if any Catholics were also to read this. 
But if you are of the Roman decent, please 
be warned that I have not taken as much 
care to be as diplomatic as I might normally 
be. Thank you for your grace in this matter.
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Science

My posture here is not one of defiant sac-
rilege. I am trying to put into practice some 
of the insights I have gained in my years of 
Christian belief. One of my lessons is the 
need to differentiate between science and 
faith. When I say “science,” I refer to observa-
tion, experimentation and repetition. For ex-
ample, I can repeatedly lower the tempera-
ture of water and thereby learn that freezing 
will occur at a certain point. Therefore, I can 
claim scientific proof for the temperature at 
which water will freeze. 

Such a scientific approach to religion, and 
specifically to Christianity, is impossible. 
There is simply no way to prove 100% that 
Jesus even walked the earth, that he said 
what the Bible gives him credit for, nor that 
he intended to create the religion that today 
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bears his title (the Christ). Some may claim 
that there is a 99% chance that Jesus was a 
real person, but another might easily suggest 
a different number. There is just no way to 
know for certain. And that is why it is called 
“faith,” since it requires belief without total 
scientific proof. 

While I profess Christianity, someone recent-
ly asked me if there was proof for the resur-
rection. My first reply was that there is no 
iron-clad way to defend this idea. Rather it 
must be accepted as likely, to which we can 
apply belief. I know that some authors have 
tried to “prove the resurrection,” but again, 
it is an event that is impossible to recreate 
and therefore the true scientist may never 
be convinced.

I say all that to remind us that if we can’t prove 
100% that Jesus even lived, we certainly have 
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no way to guarantee various theological te-
nets. That is why there has been discussion 
and debate over many topics for thousands 
of years.

It is also for self-encouragement that I say 
this. Meaning, there is ultimately no scientif-
ic right or wrong answer to the debate over 
the Trinity. There are only opinions and of-
ficial doctrinal statements of various groups 
and organizations. But regardless of one’s 
position, it is absolutely, positively impossi-
ble to scientifically prove. Well-intentioned, 
faithful, Spirit-led Christians have been on 
both sides of this issue for many years. And 
while the Trinity is a common teaching in the 
West, among many Eastern Christians, it is 
just the opposite. 

As I mentioned earlier, my goal is to seek the 
truth by using the mind that God gave me. I 
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hope as a reader, you will afford me enough 
respect to consider that my opinions could 
maybe, just possibly, be inspired to me by 
God. 

Let me say humbly, that perhaps the Spirit 
has ignited this study in order to set things 
straight; things which maybe have for many 
centuries remained in error. And if we are 
honest with ourselves, we will be able to see 
that this is exactly the kind of environment 
that was in place when Christians first dis-
covered that the earth is round.
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Faith

People come to a faith at different times of 
life and for all different reasons. I arrived at a 
Christian faith, at almost the same time that 
one of my school friends found Buddhism. 
We were neighbors and raised in nearly iden-
tical surroundings. And while we both found 
religion, they are very different worldviews, 
indeed.

My research has led me to conclude that 
some people are particularly more predis-
posed to believe in something, than others. 
It’s too lengthy to explain here, but I have 
reason to suspect that about 15% of the 
population has an innate need to hold con-
ceptual beliefs. (Zlogar, 25) That’s not to say 
that the rest of the world does not espouse 
faith; only that it may not come as naturally. 
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And faith does not only mean religion, but 
oftentimes that is the case.

I won’t tell my whole story, but let me say 
that the main catalyst for my faith discovery 
was related to tradition. 

But before I get into that, I have to explain 
a few other dynamics. I was raised in a Ro-
man Catholic setting. In my mid-teens, the 
more I observed church activities, the more 
discrepancies I suspected. Mostly, I looked 
around and wondered if anyone actually 
believed the words that were being spoken 
by the priests. Sometimes I was not certain 
that even the priests adhered to what they 
read aloud. So, the issue there was me ques-
tioning authenticity. Why do people bother 
to participate in a religious exercise, if they 
don’t really seem to believe it? In truth, I am 
not one to ask or to judge, and neither is any-
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one else. But even so, I perceive the world  to 
be badly out of alignment in millions of ways, 
and sometimes I tend to want to do my part 
to rectify certain aspects. This is one of those 
ways. Incidentally, I try to apply the same 
measurements to myself. Call it a prophetic 
unction or a pesky desire to control others. 
I’m not sure, but I feel it. I swear I do.

Anyways, as a teenager, the weekly Sunday 
morning experience initially tempted me to 
want to judge others, and even to confront 
them. But I resisted that, thankfully. Once I 
had stepped back emotionally, I found my-
self more intrigued with trying to figure out 
what these beliefs in fact were. Why did we 
attend church and what was this religion all 
about anyway? Maybe if I understood the 
basis of the faith, I would better understand 
why some adhered, some did not, and some 
seemed to pretend to.
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It’s another long story, but for a very differ-
ent reason, at the age of 17, I started to read 
the Bible. I was not required to do so, but I 
read it on my own. I sat down every day after 
school for nine months and went from front 
to back. I did not understand much of what I 
read, I freely confess. But at least I could say 
that I had read it. 

When I arrived at university, I was quickly be-
friended by some folks who invited me to a 
weekly Bible study. I thought to myself, “I’ve 
got that one down. Maybe I can share some 
of my wisdom with them.” So I went. After a 
few weeks, when asked what I believe, I ex-
plained that I was Catholic. When the study 
ended for the evening, the leader made a 
beeline to me. His action made me think of a 
hawk diving for its prey. He politely explained 
that he used to be Catholic (which itself was 
confusing), and asked if he could explain to 
me why. 
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We met up for lunch later that week and he 
opened his Bible to Matthew 15. Starting in 
verse three, he read until verse 14 and then 
sat back, looking himself quite pleased. I 
pretty much just stared at him. When he un-
derstood that I did not understand, he re-
gained his composure and began to explain 
to me what those verses meant to him.

Verses eight and nine (which actually quote 
from Isaiah 29:13) say,

These people honor me with their 
lips, but their hearts are far from 
me. They worship me in vain; their 
teachings are but rules taught by 
men.

He then went on to say that he was convinced 
that pretty much the entirety of the Catholic 
Church was simply “traditions of men.” That 
caused me to raise my eyebrows in uncertain-
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ty. But in listening to him, I thought back to 
my many years of church attendance. When 
I recalled sitting in Mass, I had to admit that 
this was a pretty good description of what I 
occasionally perceived. I mean, it really did 
seem that many folks were far from God, but 
they still dutifully recited the prayers and 
chants from memory. Wow, what a revela-
tion that passage was to me.

And it basically made me very curious to find 
out what solution Jesus had for this predica-
ment. We read again together from the early 
parts of Matthew 15, and my friend waited 
to see if I understood better this time. Still 
no; and so he said, “See, Jesus is saying we 
have to obey the commands of God, not the 
traditions of men.” Okay, so what are those 
commands then, I meekly asked? He held 
up his Bible and proudly said, they are all 
right here. I can still remember the look on 
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his face, now over thirty years later. He was 
near ecstatic to make such a convincing ar-
gument, and he had arrived at it so easily. I 
listened respectfully and said I would think 
more about this. I bet he went to sleep that 
night, satisfied that he had done his part to 
move the Kingdom of God forward that day.

In truth he did play a part, and I began also 
to create a divide in my mind between the 
Bible and tradition. I pondered it much and 
devoured anything I could find about how to 
understand these religious ideas. Since I was 
at university, I decided to take a class about 
Catholicism. In so doing, I learned a great 
deal about that creed. I was a bit surprised 
that I had not been exposed to most of that 
material at an earlier age, but maybe I was 
and I just did not understand it.

Eventually, I saw the great schism between 
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Catholicism and Protestantism. The former 
used the Bible and tradition, in equal weight, 
to define truth. On the other hand, there 
seemed to be all sorts of Protestants who 
claimed to rely solely on the Bible. I learned 
that centuries ago, Martin Luther became 
convinced of a philosophy called Sola Scrip-
tura (Scripture Alone) and used the Bible to 
evaluate the Catholic Church of his day. He 
was a priest himself, but he also apparently 
observed inauthenticity. And that caused him 
to want to reform the Roman institution. He 
started by identifying everything in the Cath-
olic teaching, that he could not find in the 
Bible. Eventually he realized that an attempt 
at reform was impossible, and his only other 
option was to quit. Which he did, and that’s 
why Lutheranism started. From there all the 
other Protestant faiths eventually spawned. 
Therefore, the Catholic-Protestant divide, 
even to this day, is intimately connected to 
the topic of tradition.
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Anyway, after a few weeks, I met up again 
with my new friend. He asked me if I had had 
a chance to ponder what we had earlier dis-
cussed. He also explained that traditions are 
in themselves not necessarily bad. However, 
the passage from Matthew 15 explains that if 
any tradition separates us from God, or caus-
es us to not worship God sincerely, then they 
are bad. And they must be renounced. Nor-
mally a person doesn’t just one day decide 
to reject all traditions. Rather it is more com-
mon that by making a conscious decision to 
worship God in spirit and in truth, they cast 
off the traditions of men—as explained by 
Isaiah the prophet.

In the end, I spent a year deliberating over 
all these issues. Having spoken to many dif-
ferent individuals, I finally decided to follow 
the path of Martin Luther. It was a bit sad to 
bid farewell to the Catholics; but if older and 
wiser heads had concluded that this was the 
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only way, I wanted to get that straightened 
out as soon as possible. I asked my new Prot-
estant friend what to do. He proudly stated 
that in all things, including this, we are to 
follow the Bible. He said that the Bible does 
not advocate for converting from church to 
church, or religion to religion; but instead 
for being born again. Once I understood 
that that involved confessing sins, repent-
ing of sins and confessing Jesus as Savior, I 
said, “Sign me up.” I learned later that af-
ter being born again, many Roman Catholic 
people eventually find their way into a Prot-
estant church, since by that time they have 
frequently broken with tradition. That is why 
in some cases, some Protestants have been 
labeled as “born-againers.” Certainly not all, 
but occasionally.

During my year of deliberation, I had faithful-
ly attended both a Catholic and non-Catholic 
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church, each week. But when I finally made 
the break, it felt good to grab my Bible and 
head off to church. It seemed that I finally 
had gotten myself aligned—at least to the Bi-
ble anyway.

As one might guess, tradition almost became 
a bad word for me. I had learned enough by 
then that I could even share with others, 
which I did occasionally. Not everyone was 
as willing to rationalize about tradition, and 
only a few bothered to listen to me. But 
that did not trouble me as I have never re-
ally been one bent on influencing others. To 
each his own path, I say. Even so, for my life, 
tradition had no part to play. Life was easier 
and it just made more sense. I had a single 
book that provided all answers, instructions 
and encouragement; and it was very life-giv-
ing for me.
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I think the word “blissful” is appropriate for 
the next three or four years. Oh sure, there 
were troubles, but I had a simple faith and 
it seemed at times unquenchable. Eventual-
ly, my zeal against traditions began to wear 
down, and the word did not invoke the re-
sponse that it once had. I am not saying I re-
turned to traditions, but in time, I spent very 
little time paying attention to whether there 
were any traditions in my life. I choose to be-
lieve that there were none, and that was the 
way the Bible prescribed it. Whew!

Since that was my general theological posi-
tion, one can imagine my utter shock when 
one day a fellow pilgrim pronounced the 
Protestant Church steeped in tradition. I pro-
tested and listed those teachings of the Ro-
man Church, to which I no longer subscribed. 
I said that I had sworn off: 
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•	 Authority of the Pope (and occasional 
infallibility)

•	 Mary worship/her sinlessness/her as-
sumption

•	 Veneration of the saints
•	 Celibacy of priests, nuns and monks
•	 Exclusivity and authority of the Catho-

lic Church
•	 Infant baptism
•	 Purgatory (the spiritual state between 

heaven and hell)
•	 Transubstantiation (bread and wine 

turning into actual flesh and blood of 
Jesus)

•	 And I probably rattled off a few more…

Even so, my acquaintance rebutted my argu-
ments by stating five traditions to which al-
most all Bible-believers subscribe. He proud-
ly listed the five sacred Protestant traditions, 
which come directly from the Catholics:
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1. The Bible Canon (the current contents 
of the Bible)

2. The Trinity
3. Worship on Sunday
4. Christmas
5. Easter 

(www.cathol ic365.com/artic le/5390/
five-unbiblical-traditions-of-protestants.
html)

I was dumbfounded, honestly. I had nothing 
to say in reply. I thought about it a bit and I 
guess I decided it was not that important—
especially if there were only five. Even so, I 
decided I would research more about this 
whenever I got the chance. Oddly enough, it 
took fully over 25 years for that opportunity 
to come about.

http://www.catholic365.com/article/5390/five-unbiblical-traditions-of-protestants.html
http://www.catholic365.com/article/5390/five-unbiblical-traditions-of-protestants.html
http://www.catholic365.com/article/5390/five-unbiblical-traditions-of-protestants.html
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Traditions

I have to tell all that for context; to lay the 
background as to why I would undertake to 
write a book about the Trinity. Essentially, 
early on, I had a generally negative orien-
tation towards tradition, in pretty much all 
forms. And since the Trinity is a tradition, it is 
only natural that this topic would eventually 
come up. But the reason I recently decided 
to undertake this study is because I wanted 
to make sure that I was not adhering to the 
Trinity, only because of tradition.
 
Let’s revisit this list of five Protestant tradi-
tions inherited from Catholicism:

1. The Bible Canon (the current contents 
of the Bible)

2. The Trinity
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3. Worship on Sunday
4. Christmas
5. Easter

These are not the only traditions that one 
will find in Protestantism, and that is because 
the early former-Catholics (and their spiritu-
al progeny) started making their own quite 
speedily. The very first Protestant-created 
tradition is Sola Scriptura, which was men-
tioned earlier and to which we will return in 
a bit. Since Protestants began to splinter into 
smaller groups with amazing dexterity, many 
of the more recent traditions are more local-
ized and/or seen on a smaller scale. There 
are things like the prominence of a sermon 
in a worship service; the use or non-use of 
(certain) instruments; the need for seminary 
training for pastors; and the list goes on. Nev-
ertheless, for the moment, I would like to 
first speak to the five Catholic-turned-Prot-
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estant traditions listed above. 

Let’s begin with the holidays. Christmas 
means Christ-Mass, which is as much to say 
that it began as a specific annual day to re-
member the birth of Jesus. In that respect, 
from a Christian perspective, it is nothing 
more than “Missions Sunday;” where once a 
year, a church may dedicate a special service 
to remember and focus on missions. That is 
literally what Christmas is. Missions Sunday. 
And the same goes for Easter. So these two 
holidays are really nothing problematic. They 
are just ways to remember certain aspects 
of the life of Christ. (But can you imagine if 
all churches in the US celebrated Missions 
Sunday on the very same day each year? 
And what if the secular merchants grabbed 
a hold of that and somehow used it to con-
vince people to spend lots of money leading 
up to that Sunday? Crazy, eh? But that’s life/
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Christmas in the twenty-first century.)

Therefore, I don’t have a problem with those 
holidays. Do I celebrate them? Not really, but 
it’s not because I am anti-holiday. It’s just that 
the spiritual side doesn’t have a tremendous 
impact for me. And the secular side holds no 
interest whatsoever.

How about having church on Sundays? This 
also does not trouble me since most people 
want to gather for worship weekly. And to do 
that, once must select a day. For me, all days 
are equally up for consideration. In the US 
culture, the only real possibilities are Satur-
day and Sunday, due to the normally accept-
ed work week. But church could just as easily 
meet on Thursday, for all I care. The reason I 
am so nonchalant about this is because I be-
lieve that Christians are the church. So, when 
two or more of them get together, there is 
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church. That could be lunch on Tuesday, or 
any other time and place. So, suffice it to 
say, I am not concerned about when people 
gather for worship.

And from that list of five, that leaves just the 
Bible and the Trinity. 

The ultimate irony of the first item—the Can-
on—is that this is the Bible. And that is exactly 
what is mostly used to discredit tradition. For 
example, you might hear, “We reject praying 
to Mary since it’s not in the Bible; and in fact, 
the Bible appears to oppose it.” Ok, but what 
about the fact that the original compilation 
of the Bible is also a tradition? Someone had 
to decide what to include in the holy book 
in the first place. What if they had left out 
the part that condemns Mary worship? The 
circular reasoning makes this a challenging 
concept. Of course, the Bible itself could not 
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very easily dictate what should be included 
in the Bible, so it’s kind of a moot point. 

Martin Luther can be credited as using Scrip-
ture to evaluate the Catholic Church. During 
his life, he attacked and renounced many 
Catholic traditions. If he found something in 
the Bible to validate it, then fine; but if not, 
then he had no problem throwing it out. In a 
curious twist, he even went so far as to plan for 
his own Canon (Bible), effectively challenging 
the tradition that created it. In his mind, Job, 
Esther, Jonah, Hebrews, James, Jude and Rev-
elation did not deserve to be Canon. In the 
end, his own followers disagreed with him 
on these points. The most he was able to do 
was to move Hebrews, James, Jude and Rev-
elation to the end, and not assign them book 
numbers (he ended at 23). Once Martin was 
gone, his disciples eventually changed things 
back and the only remains are that Jude and 
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Revelation are still at the end. The point is 
that Luther recognized tradition, even in the 
contents of the Bible, and was not ashamed 
to confront it. (https://www.jesuswordsonly.
com/books/219-luther-and-canon.html)

Fascinating to me, Luther was generally not 
critical of the Trinity. And this was because 
he felt he could use verses from the Old and 
New Testament to support it. I surmise that 
his acceptance is the primary reason why 
this tradition has endured for so many years 
as the Western majority viewpoint. All of us 
Protestants are basically spiritual descen-
dants of Luther. But if this is true, it is merely 
more tradition, only now a Luther tradition, 
not Catholic.

While I agree with Martin Luther on issues 
like the infallibility of the Pope, I have to take 
odds with his perspective on the Jews. It is 

https://www.jesuswordsonly.com/books/219-luther-and-canon.html
https://www.jesuswordsonly.com/books/219-luther-and-canon.html
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well known that he was openly and vocal-
ly an anti-Semite. This was a position that 
he apparently never renounced. I don’t say 
this to shame the dead, but rather to illus-
trate that we are all humans. And we can be 
good, and we can be bad. We may be cor-
rect at times, and in error at times. It is good 
to remember that neither Martin Luther nor 
the Apostle Paul speak with the authority of 
God. Even so, most modern-day Protestants 
take their cues from the historical precedent 
established by Luther. In fact, it was his te-
nacity that gives me my own personal drive. 
Meaning if he can challenge long-standing 
ideas, why can’t I?

Besides the Luther connection, here are some 
other possible ideas why the Trinity teaching 
has endured: It’s true; it’s close enough; we 
don’t have a better idea; we know some peo-
ple who reject the Trinity really are also false 
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teachers so we don’t want to get labeled as 
being part of them; it’s reassuring; it honors 
Jesus and the Holy Spirit; it can kind of sort 
of be implied from the Bible; that’s what we 
learned in seminary (or church); how else do 
we emphasize the importance of Jesus, and 
yet still be monotheistic?; there are Scrip-
tures to defend it; or the one I hear most...
it’s tradition.

Another aspect is that the Trinity tradition 
fits perfectly with Mary worship. Since these 
are both practiced in the Catholic Church, 
that should come as no surprise. See, if Je-
sus was born God, then the reasoning goes 
that Mary must have been sinless, since how 
could it be otherwise? And therefore, Mary 
rightly deserves the title of “Mother of God.” 
Therefore we can credit the Trinity for likely 
creating the Mary dynamic in practice today. 
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History

The following text in blue is excerpted from 
The Messianic Feast, by T. Alex Tennent, Mes-
sianic Publishing LLC, 2014, pages 34 and 42-
43.

It’s historically clear that three different gods 
made up the Roman triad, with Jupiter as the 
supreme god of the Roman pantheon along-
side Juno and Minerva. On Rome’s Capitoline 
Hill stood an elaborate temple where their 
deities (called the “Capitoline Triad”) were 
worshipped. Earlier in Roman history, a pre-
vious version of this Triad—commonly called 
the “Archaic Triad”—was made up of Jupiter, 
Mars, and Quirinus.

The Greek he trias, which means “the triad,” 
was first used in a Christian sense by Theoph-
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ilus, the bishop of Antioch (ca. 169–ca. 183) 
to refer to God, God’s logos, and God’s So-
phia. It is hard to discern Theophilus’s exact 
meaning; some say he was referring to the 
Holy Spirit with Sophia and to Christ with the 
logos. According to McClintock and Strong, 
Theophilus “was educated a heathen, and 
afterwards converted to Christianity …. Hav-
ing been converted from heathenism by the 
study of the Scriptures, he wrote an apology 
for the Christian faith, addressed in the form 
of a letter to his friend Autolycus.” 

It was in this letter to Autolycus (Apology to 
Autolycus 2:15) that we have the first Chris-
tian usage of the Greek term for “the triad” 
in connection with God. But it was third-cen-
tury church writer Tertullian who is credited 
with coining the term trinitas—a Latinization 
of the Greek he trias—which later became 
“Trinity” in English. Born to a Roman centuri-
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on in Carthage, Tertullian later converted to 
Christianity in Rome and is often called the 
father of Latin Christianity.

As for the Jewish believers, they never used 
the Greek term he trias in the scriptures, nor 
did they portray God as a triad, for they knew 
God was one.

It was under Constantine at the council of Ni-
caea in AD 325 that this doctrine was formal-
ized into the “Nicene Creed,” whereby God, 
the Holy Spirit, and Jesus were called “very 
God” themselves, yet together these three 
were the one true God.   
   

 Copyright © 2014, T. Alex Tennent.
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The Exchange

When I embraced Protestant Christianity, it 
became almost obligatory for me to also ac-
cept Sola Scriptura. That is the philosophy I 
mentioned earlier, to which Martin Luther 
subscribed. The basis of which, is that truth 
can only be found in the Bible, and therefore 
it must be used as the final authority.

In effect, I exchanged the Catholic traditions 
for this one. But, at the time I did not mind 
since it seemed a reasonable consolation, in 
light of what Jesus said despairingly in Mat-
thew 15 about tradition.

Using Sola Scriptura, Luther considered the 
entirety of the Bible to evaluate the validity 
of the Trinity. Here I would like to take a dif-
ferent approach, and that is because of the 
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item being discussed. We are talking about 
the Trinity; the nature of God, of Jesus and 
of the Holy Spirit. And that requires us to 
at least decide if Jesus was, or is, God. I be-
lieve to best determine that, we should pay 
very close attention to what Jesus had to say 
about himself, God and the Holy Spirit. Pre-
sumably he would know himself better than 
any of us, right? 

If we start with the assumption that Jesus 
was God, we can conclude that he was the 
only form of God in history to speak to and 
interact with humans in an ongoing, con-
sistent physical form. Therefore, his words 
would theoretically be more prominent than 
all the rest of the Bible, which was written by 
mere humans (although inspired by the Holy 
Spirit).

On the other hand, if we do not assume Jesus 
was God, but still the Son of God, Christ and 
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Prophet; we can imply he still is greater than 
Moses, Daniel, Isaiah and all other writers of 
the Old Testament. Incidentally, the New Tes-
tament writers were also imperfect humans, 
and therefore the non-Gospel books do not 
seem to have the same impact as the direct 
words of Jesus. 

Either way, the words of Christ are either 
directly from God, or from the Son of God. 
To that end, I would like to suggest we limit 
our Bible study to just the four Gospels. And 
from there, let’s only look at the words cred-
ited to Jesus. (Some Bibles have these words 
in red ink.) 

Therefore, for this investigation, I am ex-
changing the tradition of Sola Scriptura, for 
Solum Verbis Christi. In Latin this means, I am 
dropping Scripture Alone, and giving defer-
ence to the Words of Christ Alone. 
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The Words of Jesus

I started my research with every red word in 
the Bible. These represent the words that are 
attributed to Jesus. While most of these are 
in the Gospels, there are also a few instances 
in Acts of the Apostles and a few in Revela-
tion. But for this exercise, I decided to only 
study red words in the Gospels: Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and John. Therein I looked for in-
stances where Jesus spoke about God, about 
himself and/or about the Holy Spirit. And in 
those verses, I first wanted to see how Jesus 
referred to himself, to God and the Spirit. Do 
you know what I found?

Based on the Gospels, the most common 
term Jesus used to describe himself was this: 
Son of Man. Some other common titles he 
also used (in order of frequency) are: Son, 
Lord, Christ, and Son of God. From the vers-
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es I began with, here’s a chart that shows the 
terms, numbers and percentages: 

Term
Son 
of 

Man
Son

Lord  
or  

Lord 
of the 
Sab-
bath

Christ

Son of 
God (only 
appears 
in the 

book of 
John)

# of occur-
rences in 
Gospels 

67 17 11 7 3

Percentage 64% 16% 10% 7% 3%

Again, these are only cases where Jesus was 
speaking. For the record, Jesus never once 
called himself God. And just to be clear, we 
cannot assume that “Lord” meant the same 
as God. “Lord” was a term frequently used 
for human beings at that time in history. (eg. 
“My Lord, the King.”)

The term “Christ” is the Greek form of Mes-
siah, a traditional Jewish title that referred to 
a future coming political leader (human)—a 
descendant of King David—who would re-
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store Israel. He was also to gather the Jews, 
restore observance of Torah law, and usher in 
global peace for 1,000 years.  (https://www.
jewishvirtuallibrary.org/the-messiah)

Why would Jesus use “Son of Man” so much? 
When I searched the rest of the Bible for that 
phrase, I found some interesting tidbits. In 
Numbers 23:19, the Bible equates “man” and 
“son of man.” We see the same treatment in 
Job (two times), Psalms (3x), Isaiah (2x) and 
Jeremiah (4x). Using this as a guide, we could 
imagine that when Jesus called himself, “the 
Son of Man,” he may have simply meant, 
“the Man.” 

“Son of man,” is also seen in the book of 
Ezekiel. There are 93 instances there where 
“the LORD,” addressed the prophet with this 
term. God did not call Ezekiel by name, but 
instead, used the nickname “son of man.”  

https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/the-messiah
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/the-messiah
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But how did God communicate with Ezekiel? 
With an audible voice? Or was it an internal, 
spiritual voice inside his head? Regardless, 
the implication is that God addressed a being 
of a different nature (human) and used that 
nature as a label. 

There are also two verses in the book of Dan-
iel that contain this phrase. One in chapter 
7:13 where the prophet Daniel had a vision. 
In describing what he saw, his exact words 
are, “one like a son of man.” Meaning, he 
saw a being that looked like a person. If you 
read verses 9-14 with modern-day hindsight, 
it would appear that he may very well be de-
scribing God (Ancient of Days) on a throne 
in heaven, and Jesus (son of man) appear-
ing before him. Of course, Daniel would not 
have known in the natural about Jesus at 
that time.
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The other verse is from chapter 8:17, where 
the angel Gabriel spoke to the prophet Dan-
iel. He said, “Understand, O son of man, that 
the vision is for the time of the end.” Again, 
here we see a spiritual being addressing a 
being of a different nature (human) and us-
ing that nature as a kind of title. 

As we know, both Ezekiel and Daniel were 
humans, and both recognized as prophets. 
Ezekiel was written around 595-565 BC, and 
Daniel in 540-530 BC. Therefore, their writ-
ings would have almost certainly been known 
to Jesus and his contemporaries. That said, 
when Jesus used this phrase to describe him-
self, it could have made some educated Jew-
ish listeners call to mind the verses from Eze-
kiel and Daniel. This could have made them 
think “prophet.” If they instead thought of 
Job, Psalms, Isaiah or Jeremiah, they could 
have thought, “just a man.” Considering the 
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examples in Ezekiel and in Daniel, might Je-
sus have used this term to associate himself 
with a prophet? Or might he have intention-
ally wanted his listeners also to see him as a 
man?
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The Three Beings

FREQUENCY OF TERMS USED BY JESUS

Posible years written (AD)

55-100 55-70 58-110 85-95

Term M
att

he
w

M
ar

k

Lu
ke

Jo
hn

% To
ta

l

To
ta

l %

So
n

Son of 
Man 24 11 21 11 64%

105 35%

Son 3 1 1 12 16%

Lord 
(Jesus) 5 2 2 2 10%

Christ 3 2 1 1 7%

Son of 
God 0 0 0 3 3%

Fa
th

er Father 28 4 14 76 72%
169 57%

God 9 9 13 16 28%

Sp
iri

t Spirit/
Holy 
Spirit

5 1 5 12 100% 23 8%
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The chart at left shows the terms Jesus used 
for himself, for God and for the Spirit; here 
we can see some interesting statistics.

For example, looking at the right-most col-
umn, from these verses in the Gospels, Jesus 
spoke of the Spirit only 8% of the time. That 
is juxtaposed with 35% regarding himself and 
57% about his Father/God. When speaking 
of God, Jesus’ preferred title was “Father,” 
which claims 72% usage, as shown in blue. 
Similarly, “God” was just 28%.

We can also see that the term “Son of God,” 
was only used by John, who is normally 
considered the latest writer. He could have 
penned his verses 50-60 years after the death 
and resurrection of Jesus. That’s a long time 
to remember what exactly a person said. And 
for the record, we have the same problem 
with all four Gospels. Looking at the uncer-
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tain dates, all four could have been written at 
least 40 and as much as 80 years after Jesus 
walked the earth. However, many Christian 
historians place Mark, Matthew and Luke 
much earlier; as they may have been writ-
ten only 20-25 years after the rising of Christ. 
Still, that is also a long time, just not as much 
as John. Am I trying to question John or make 
suggestions about his credibility? I am just 
stating what I see to be true and I will leave 
that up to the reader to decide.

So, based on labels, Jesus never once re-
ferred to himself as God. However, “God the 
Father” appeared to be one of Jesus’ favorite 
topics for discussion. If we were to study the 
entirety of the Gospels, the only other sub-
ject that he may have talked about as much, 
might be “the Kingdom.” Parenthetically, 
there is also no mention, anywhere in the Bi-
ble, of the term, “God the Son.”
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Indirectly

If we look specifically at these verses we 
have identified, did Jesus ever indirectly call 
himself God, or make himself equal to God? I 
have collected some texts from the Gospels 
that could be interpreted by some to indi-
rectly imply that Jesus was a divine being. 
Please look at the verses below and try to 
decide if Jesus’ words indicate that he is God, 
or equal to God.

1. Jesus is the Christ or Messiah.

Mark 14:62 I am [the Christ]; and you 
shall see the Son of Man sitting at the 
right hand of Power, and coming with 
the clouds of heaven. 

2. Jesus is King of the Jews. 

Mark 15:2 It is as you say. [when asked 
if he is the King of the Jews]
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Luke 23:3 It is as you say. [when asked if 
he is the King of the Jews]

John 18:37 You say correctly that I am a 
king. For this I have been born, and for 
this I have come into the world, to tes-
tify to the truth. Everyone who is of the 
truth hears My voice. [when asked if he 
is a king]

3. Jesus is the Son of God. 

Luke 22:70 Yes, I am. [when asked if he 
is the son of God]

John 10:36 …‘I am the Son of God’… 

4. Jesus descended from heaven. 

John 3:13 No one has ascended into 
heaven, but He who descended from 
heaven: the Son of Man.

John 6:38 For I have come down from 
heaven, not to do My own will, but the 
will of Him who sent Me.
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5. Jesus will ascend to where he was be-
fore. 

John 6:62 What then if you see the Son 
of Man ascending to where He was be-
fore?

6. Jesus is not of this world. 

John 8:23 You are from below, I am 
from above; you are of this world, I am 
not of this world.

7. Before Abraham was born, Jesus is (the 
one). 

John 8:58 Truly, truly, I say to you, be-
fore Abraham was born, I am.

8. Jesus and the Father are one (purpose). 

John 10:30 I and the Father are one.

9. By seeing Jesus, people have seen the 
Father. 

John 14:7,9 If you had known Me, you 



60  INDIRECTLY

would have known My Father also; from 
now on you know Him, and have seen 
Him. He who has seen Me has seen the 
Father.

10. Jesus is in the Father and the Father is 
in Jesus. 

John 14:11 Believe Me that I am in the 
Father and the Father is in Me; oth-
erwise believe because of the works 
themselves.

11. All things that the Father has are Jesus’. 

John 16:15 All things that the Father 
has are Mine; therefore I said that He 
takes of Mine and will disclose it to you.

12. Jesus had glory with God before the 
world was. 

John 17:5 Now, Father, glorify Me to-
gether with Yourself, with the glory 
which I had with You before the world 
was.



61INDIRECTLY

The first observation is that there are only 
four verses in Matthew, Mark or Luke that 
could be used to even imply that Jesus was 
divine. There are none in Matthew, two in 
Mark and two Luke. Again, this is only in-
cluding the words spoken by Christ, but still, 
this point alone is shocking.

Also, we can see that 75% of these verses are 
only from the book of John. And again, this is 
the book that was written the latest after the 
resurrection of Christ. The fact that the ideas 
in these ten verses are not raised in the oth-
er earlier Gospel books is of concern to me. 
(See items 4-12 above). Was there an earli-
er source (now lost?) that John was working 
from? Otherwise, it's amazing that he could 
remember all these statements Jesus made 
after 60 years.

Regarding the twelve points above, I also 
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want to identify two translation issues.

Number 7. John 8:58 – Truly, truly, I say to 
you, before Abraham was born, I am. 

Actually, the Greek here is ego eimi, which 
is normally translated elsewhere in the Bible 
as “I am the man,” or “I’m the one.” Presum-
ably the translators of some versions opted 
to shorten this to only “I am,” possibly to 
call to mind Exodus 3:14, where God calls 
himself, “I am.” (eh yeh in Hebrew) As you 
can see, they are different languages, so we 
can’t conflate them into an identical mean-
ing, although the English makes it seem so. 
Using just “I Am” as a translation seems to 
demonstrate an eternal quality, which ego 
eimi does not contain. But even if Jesus was 
trying to say that he existed before Abra-
ham, that alone does not indicate divinity. 
It merely associates him with a quality nor-
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mally attributed to God (eternal). But since 
angels are also eternal, it would seem that 
being eternal does not automatically make 
one divine. Maybe the Messiah was spiritu-
ally eternal? (https://www.biblicalunitarian.
com/videos/john-8-58b)

Number 8. John 10:30 – I and the Father are 
one.

This verse would probably be more accurate-
ly translated as, “I and the Father are one 
purpose.” And that is what is implied in 1 
Cor. 3:8 and John 17:11,21,22, where we see 
the same phrase. If we add “purpose,” it be-
comes more convincing that Jesus was likely 
not claiming to be the same being as God. In-
stead, there are many other examples in the 
Gospels where Jesus speaks of his Father in a 
way as to imply a distinct being from himself. 
(https://preview.tinyurl.com/yys5dzpn)

https://www.biblicalunitarian.com/videos/john-8-58b
https://www.biblicalunitarian.com/videos/john-8-58b
https://preview.tinyurl.com/yys5dzpn
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Therefore, I conclude that Jesus never di-
rectly or indirectly claimed to be God.

Even so, Jesus was given authority from God 
to do amazing things. Things like physically 
heal, deliver from demonic forces, raise peo-
ple from the dead, forgive sins, and admit 
people into heaven; to name a few. Clearly 
these are qualities that many would normal-
ly ascribe to God alone. There is even a ref-
erence to this in Mark 2:7 when one of those 
observing Jesus says, “Who can forgive sins 
but God alone?” But that is not a true state-
ment since that listener only believes that 
to be the case, based on tradition, despite it 
never being written in the law nor the proph-
ets. (https://www.openbible.info/topics/
who_can_forgive_sins) An alternative yet 
convincing perspective is that God gave Je-
sus, the Christ, the authority to forgive sins. 

https://www.openbible.info/topics/who_can_forgive_sins
https://www.openbible.info/topics/who_can_forgive_sins
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And if we believe that, we may do well to fur-
ther examine the verses in John 20:23. It is 
here, incredibly, that Jesus apparently gave 
that same authority to his followers, when 
he said:

If you forgive the sins of any, their 
sins have been forgiven them; if 
you retain the sins of any, they have 
been retained.
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Limitations

Despite the nearly unfathomable authori-
ty that Jesus walked in, he was also careful 
to explain that he had his own limitations. 
For example, he openly stated that he had 
no authority to decide who would sit at his 
right or his left when he reigns as King. (Matt 
20:23 and Mark 10:40) Instead, apparently it 
is God his Father who will decide that. Simi-
larly, Jesus clearly stated that he did not (and 
does not) know when he will be returning to 
the earth in bodily form. Again, he said that 
only God the Father knows. (Matt 24:36 and 
Mark 13:32)

Even so, probably the most amazing scrip-
ture about this dynamic is in John 5:19-
20. Here Jesus stated, “Truly, truly, I say to 
you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, un-
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less it is something He sees the Father doing; 
for whatever the Father does, these things 
the Son also does in like manner. For the Fa-
ther loves the Son, and shows Him all things 
that He Himself is doing; and the Father will 
show Him greater works than these, so that 
you will marvel.” 

Based on these verses, we can assume that 
there was a dependency relationship in 
place, because Jesus explained that he relied 
upon his Father to lead and to guide him. It 
very well may have been that the observers 
witnessed Jesus walking around, touching 
people and healing their bodies. But maybe 
what they did not see was the Spirit of the 
Father guiding Jesus internally, and telling 
him who to touch.

And so, using Jesus’ own words, my conclu-
sion is that Jesus never directly or indirectly 
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claimed to be equal to God. Similarly, as we 
saw in the last section, Jesus never directly 
or indirectly claimed to be God.

Therefore, my rational human perspective 
of Jesus’ words would make me assume 
that he was and is the most amazing, per-
fect, sinless man to ever live…the Prophet…
the Son of God…the Christ…yes. (And he 
may have even been somehow spiritually 
eternal.) But God, or God’s equal, no.

I believe that this conclusion does not dimin-
ish Jesus in any way. Rather, it affirms who 
he said he is; and in so doing, it glorifies God 
the Father. And this of course was something 
that Jesus was very intent to do.
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Re-Evaluation

Earlier I had asked the question as to wheth-
er we need to re-evaluate the doctrine of the 
Trinity in light of the answers we might find. 
To summarize, I have suggested that:

1. The propagation of the Trinity doctrine 
is based only on tradition; initially the 
tradition of the Roman Catholic Church, 
and then the tradition of the Lutheran 
Church. It has survived this long essential-
ly because Martin Luther did not express-
ly challenge it. He probably had enough 
to handle with all the other issues he had 
raised. Instead he determined that he was 
able to find enough scriptures in the Bible 
to be able to support the Trinity. And be-
cause many modern-day Protestants hail 
spiritually from Luther, there are very few 
who ever think to question it.  
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2. I do not find any indication in the Gospels, 
in the words of Jesus, that he ever once 
claimed to God, or to be equal to God. 
Therefore what human being after or be-
fore him has the right to decide divinity 
for the Son of God? The words of Christ 
to such individuals could be: “Did I not 
show you the Father? Did I not lead you 
to him? Why then do you need to lessen 
the glory of the Father by bestowing upon 
me what I never claimed and what God 
himself never gave me? Is it not enough 
to be the perfect human, the Prophet, the 
Christ and the Son of God? Do I also need 
to be made by humans into a divine idol, 
as others have idolized the apostles and 
Mary?” And how might God the Father 
feel about Christians who essentially ig-
nore his Son, and decide instead to make 
his Son into a God—the God—through ir-
rational arguments, and therefore distinct 
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from rational laws of nature which God 
himself has established? While such in-
dividuals indeed appear to be content to 
create their own religious perspectives, I 
fear that their ignorance may betray their 
zeal and aspirations. Regarding the Trini-
ty, they may be at risk of being described 
in Isaiah 29:13, which says, “Their rever-
ence for me consists of tradition learned 
by rote.”  

Therefore, if the Trinity is merely tradition, 
and if Jesus never personally claimed to be 
God or equal to God, what does that mean 
for us?

Firstly, I would like to gently but directly state 
that I personally must conclude that the Trin-
ity is a false doctrine. And just as I felt led 
to renounce some of my earlier Roman tra-
ditions, I may feel directed to submit to God 
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that I no longer adhere to this belief. Howev-
er, I am not sure it warrants a formal, public 
statement. And that is because I do not think 
this needs to define people; nor do folks need 
to wear a label about the Trinity. Because it 
seems that most such labels are designed to 
demean others, to imply superiority or to sim-
ply breed disunity.

I prefer to acknowledge that believers in Jesus 
are firstly Christians. What people individually 
believe about the Trinity seems like personal 
preference, but certainly not an issue that de-
fines core belief. That is, I believe people can 
accept or reject the Trinity and still be Chris-
tians, in good standing.

When a label is necessary, I prefer the term, 
“monotheistic,” since it is a unifying term.  The 
reason I do not like the labels “trinitarian” and 
“unitarian” is because they sound divisive.
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So, how to I describe myself? I am a Christian. 
I believe in God the Father and Jesus the Son. 
If someone asks me directly if I accept the 
Trinity, I politely say no. (Incidentally, there 
are three creeds at the end of this book that 
I can confidently say describe me, as well.)

But getting back to the topic, I am left asking 
two very important questions:

1. Who is Jesus, really?
2. Who or what is the Holy Spirit?
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Jesus

The nature of Jesus is speculative, but could 
very well be: 

A fully fertilized human egg was supernatu-
rally deposited inside Mary’s womb, by the 
Spirit of God. It was not her egg. That egg and 
sperm were human in nature (not divine), 
but supernaturally created and therefore 
perfect. This would have been almost exactly 
how Adam was created, save the starting in 
the womb part. This would make Jesus hu-
man, and because of how he submitted to 
the Father, he would end up the only perfect 
human who ever lived. He would therefore 
be sinless. This would give other people the 
impression that he was divine, or at least very 
close to it. It could also have left him feeling 
as if he were adopted, even though Mary en-
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gaged in live birth. But for those alive at that 
time, they would not have understood the 
sperm and the egg, plus there was no DNA 
testing available. Therefore, people would 
have simply concluded that he was of the 
line of David.

The result would be that Jesus is a creat-
ed spiritual being. He could have resided in 
heaven in spirit form, until such time as God 
sent him to the earthly realm, to become a 
man, born of a woman. It is possible that Je-
sus did not at birth have full knowledge of his 
spiritual past. In that case, it may have been 
continually revealed to him as he grew up. 

Using this as a basis, we can then conclude 
that he is the Son of God, Son of Man, and 
the Prophet. He also claimed to be the Christ 
and Messiah, with which Christians will agree 
(although not all Jews). He has authority to 
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forgive sins. He can perform miracles, like 
healing and raising the dead. He has special 
revelation about the past, about the future 
and about what some people are thinking. 
He is Lord of the Sabbath. He has been giv-
en authority to judge. He is also The Teacher 
and The Leader. He is King of the Jews and 
King of the Kingdom of Heaven. He is the ful-
fillment of prophecies (like Isaiah 61:1,2). He 
descended from heaven. He has seen the Fa-
ther whereas no living humans have. He is 
not of this world. He sent the Holy Spirit, the 
Helper, after he returned to heaven. He sits 
at the right hand of his Father God.

Based on his own words, some more detailed 
characteristics of this non-God Jesus are:

•	 Jesus can forgive sins. Matt 9:2,6, Mark 
2:5, Luke 5:24

•	 Jesus can heal people. Matt 9:6, Matt 
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12:13, John 4:50, John 5:8
•	 All things have been handed over to Jesus 

by his Father. Matt 11:27, Luke 10:22
•	 No one knows the Son, except the Father. 

No one knows the Father except the Son, 
and those to whom the Son reveals the 
Father. Matt 11:27, Luke 10:22

•	 Jesus is Lord of the Sabbath. Matt 12:8, 
Mark 2:28, Luke 6:5

•	 Jesus has special revelation and wisdom. 
Matt 12:43-45, Matt 13:17, Matt 17:12, 
Matt 22:29-32, Mark 9:12-13, Mark 12:25, 
Mark 12:27, Mark 12:35-37, Luke 12:32, 
Luke 17:20-21, Luke 20:41-44, Luke 24:46-
48, John 8:56, John 14: 2-4

•	 Jesus has his own angels, which he can 
command. Matt 13:41, Matt 24:31

•	 Jesus can ask his father for even more an-
gels to be put at his command. Matt 26:53

•	 Jesus is the head of the earthly church. 
Matt 16:18
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•	 Jesus can give people authority to bind on 
earth, which is also continued in heaven. 
Matt 16:19

•	 Jesus is coming back. Matt 16:27-28, Matt 
24:27, Matt 24:30, Matt 24:37, John 14:3

•	 After Jesus returns, he will sit on his 
throne. Matt 25:31

•	 Jesus does not know when he is coming 
back. Matt 24:36, Mark 13:32

•	 Jesus can predict the future. Matt 17:9, 
Matt 17:12, Matt 17:22-23, Matt 20:18-
19, Matt 23:29, Matt 24:5, Matt 24:9, 
Matt 24:14, Matt 24:21-22, Matt 24:24, 
Matt 24:27, Matt 24:30, Matt 24:31, 
Matt 24:37, Matt 24:42, Matt 24:44, Matt 
25:32-33, Matt 25:34, Matt 26:46, Matt 
26:2, Matt 26:24, Matt 26:29, Matt 26:31, 
Matt 26:64, Mark 9:31, Mark 10:29-31, 
Mark 10:33-34, Mark 13:11, Mark 13:12-
13, Mark 13:19, Mark 13:23, Mark 13:26-
27, Mark 14:21, Mark 14:28, Luke 9:22, 
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Luke 9:44, Luke 12:40, Luke 17:24, Luke 
17:26, Luke 17:30, Luke 18:8, Luke 18:31-
33, Luke 19:44, Luke 21:27, Luke 21:36, 
Luke 22:16, Luke 22:18, Luke 22:22, John 
1:51, John 2:19, John 5:25 

•	 Jesus knows what happened at the begin-
ning. Matt 19:8, Mark 10:6

•	 Jesus can’t decide and permit who will sit 
at his right and left. Rather the Father de-
cides. Matt 20:23, Mark 10:40

•	 Jesus can be legitimately worshipped by 
humans. Matt 21:16, Luke 19:40

•	 Jesus can send prophets and wise men 
and scribes. Matt 23:34

•	 Jesus has often wanted to extend mercy 
to Jerusalem. Matt 23:37, Luke 13:34

•	 The words of Jesus will never pass away. 
Matt 24:35, Mark 13:31, Luke 21:33

•	 Jesus can raise the dead. Mark 5:41, Luke 
8:54

•	 Jesus will treat people in-kind when he 
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comes in glory. Mark 8:38, Luke 12:8-9
•	 Jesus is the Christ. Mark 14:62
•	 Jesus is King of the Jews. Mark 15:2, Luke 

23:3, John 18:37
•	 Jesus will send prophets and apostles. 

Luke 11: 49
•	 Words spoken against Jesus can be forgiv-

en. Luke 12:10
•	 Jesus has come to cast fire upon the earth. 

Luke 12:49
•	 Jesus is the Son of God. Luke 22:70, John 

10:36
•	 Jesus sends the Holy Spirit. Luke 24:49, 

John 15:26-27, John 16:7
•	 Jesus descended from heaven. John 3:13, 

John 6:38-40
•	 Those who believe in Jesus will have eter-

nal life. John 3:15
•	 Jesus is the begotten son of God. John 

3:16 (brought into existence)
•	 God sent Jesus into the world. John 3:17, 
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John 6:57, John 7:28-29, John 8:42, John 
11:42

•	 Jesus came not to judge the world, but to 
save the world. John 3:17

•	 Those who believe in Jesus will not be 
judged. John 3:18

•	 Jesus gives life to whom he wishes. John 
5:21

•	 By honoring Jesus, people also honor God. 
John 5:23

•	 The Son (Jesus) has life in himself. John 
5:26

•	 Jesus has been given authority to judge, 
by God. John 5:27

•	 Jesus does nothing on his own initiative. 
John 5:30

•	 The judgments of Jesus are based on what 
he hears from God. John 5:30

•	 God has set his seal on Jesus, the Son of 
Man. John 6:27

•	 Jesus is the bread of life. John 6:35
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•	 Whomever believes in Jesus will neither 
hunger or thirst. John 6:35

•	 No living humans have seen God, except 
Jesus. John 6:46

•	 Jesus is from God. John 6:46
•	 Jesus will ascend to where he was before. 

John 6:62, John 7:33
•	 People who knew him could not follow Je-

sus to where he was going. John 7:34
•	 Jesus is not of this world. John 8:23
•	 Jesus can free people. John 8:36
•	 The Father glorifies the Son. John 8:54
•	 Before Abraham was born, Jesus is (the 

one). John 8:58
•	 The Father loves Jesus. John 10:17
•	 Jesus lays down his own life. John 10:17
•	 Jesus has authority to lay down his life and 

to take it up again. John 10:18
•	 Jesus and the Father are one (purpose). 

John 10:30
•	 The Father is in Jesus and Jesus is in the 



83JESUS

Father. John 10:38, John 14:10-11, John 
14:20

•	 Jesus is the resurrection and the life. John 
11:25

•	 All who believe in Jesus will never die. 
John 11:26

•	 The Father always hears Jesus. John 11:41
•	 Jesus draws all men to himself. John 12:32
•	 People are to believe in God and in Jesus. 

John 14:1
•	 Jesus is going to heaven to prepare a place 

for his followers. John 14: 2-4 
•	 Jesus is the only way to the Father. John 

14:6
•	 By seeing Jesus, people had seen the Fa-

ther. John 14:7
•	 Whoever has seen Jesus, has seen the Fa-

ther. John 14:9
•	 The followers of Jesus will do greater 

works that he did. John 14:12
•	 Jesus will do anything his followers ask in 



84  JESUS

his name. John 14:14
•	 The followers of Jesus are in him and vice 

versa. John 14:20
•	 Jesus loves those who keep his command-

ments. John 14:21
•	 Jesus and his Father will come and live 

with the one who keeps his word. John 
14:23-24

•	 Jesus went to the Father, who is greater 
than he is. John 14:28

•	 Jesus obeys the commands of the Father. 
John 14:31

•	 By keeping the commands of Jesus, it is 
possible to abide in his love. John 15:9-10

•	 Jesus chooses his followers to go and bear 
fruit. John 15:16

•	 All things that the Father has are Jesus’. 
John 16:15

•	 Eternal life is knowing God, and Jesus, 
whom he sent. John 17:3

•	 Jesus glorified God on earth. John 17:4
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•	 Jesus had glory with God before the world 
was. John 17:5

•	 Jesus finished the work that God gave him 
to do. John 17:4

•	 Jesus prays for his followers. John 17:9
•	 Jesus gives his glory to his followers so 

they might be one, as he and his Father 
are one. John 17:22

•	 Jesus makes known the name of God to 
his followers. John 17:26

•	 Jesus sends his followers. John 20:21
•	 Jesus gave the Holy Spirit by breathing on 

his followers. John 20:22
•	 The followers of Jesus can pronounce the 

forgiveness of sins for others. John 20:23
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The Holy Spirit

If we reject the Trinity doctrine, the Holy 
Spirit can then be considered an extension 
of the Father. In a sense, it is God’s spiritual 
manifestation in the physical realm. Jesus re-
ferred to the Spirit as:

•	 The Spirit of the Father
•	 Spirit of God
•	 Spirit of the Lord
•	 Spirit
•	 Holy Spirit
•	 Helper
•	 Spirit of Truth

Here are some qualities of the Spirit, as told 
by Jesus:

•	 The Spirit can speak through people, giv-
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ing them words. Matt 10:20, Mark 13:11, 
Luke 12:12

•	 Jesus cast out demons by the Spirit. Matt 
12:28

•	 Blasphemy against the Spirit will not be 
forgiven. Matt 12:31, Luke 12:10

•	 The Spirit anointed Jesus to preach to the 
poor; to proclaim release to the captives, 
and recovery of sight to the blind; to set 
free those who are oppressed; to pro-
claim the favorable year of the Lord. Luke 
4:18-19

•	 The Father gives the Spirit to those who 
ask him. Luke 11:13

•	 After Jesus rose from the dead, he sent 
the Spirit to his followers. Luke 24:49

•	 Jesus sends the Spirit from the Father. 
John 15:26, John 20:22

•	 The Spirit proceeds from the Father. John 
15:26

•	 The Spirit testifies about Jesus and glories 
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Jesus. John 15:27, John 16:14
•	 The Spirit carries the pronoun “it” not 

“he.” John 16:7 (https://www.reviseden-
glishversion.com/John/chapter16/7)

•	 The Spirit came to earth, only because Je-
sus left earth. John 16:7

•	 The Spirit convicts the world concerning 
sin, righteousness and judgment. John 
16:8

•	 The Spirit guides in all truth. John 16:13
•	 The Spirit speaks not on its own, but only 

what it hears. John 16:13
•	 The Spirit discloses what is to come. John 

16:13
•	 People can be baptized with the Spirit. 

Acts 1:5
•	 People can receive power when the Spirit 

comes upon them. Acts 1:8

https://www.revisedenglishversion.com/John/chapter16/7
https://www.revisedenglishversion.com/John/chapter16/7
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Bad Fruit

Jesus said you would know a tree by its fruit. 
This was an analogy that he used to help lis-
teners know how to better discern between 
different types of people. 

Beware of the false prophets, who come 
to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly 
are ravenous wolves. You will know them 
by their fruits. Grapes are not gathered 
from thorn bushes nor figs from thistles, are 
they? So every good tree bears good fruit, 
but the bad tree bears bad fruit. A good tree 
cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree 
produce good fruit. Every tree that does not 
bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into 
the fire. So then, you will know them by their 
fruits. (Matthew 7:15-20)
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I realize that the analogy is referring to peo-
ple. But just for a minute, let’s consider some 
of the bad fruit of the Trinity:

1. Disunity 
This is something that Jesus clearly stat-
ed in John 17, that he did not want. And 
while Western Catholic and Protestant 
Christianity has experienced some unity 
over this topic, the Eastern Church has 
been separated since the Trinity was de-
creed over 1,500 years ago. This division 
and others related continue to this day.

2. Mary veneration/worship 
As mentioned earlier, when it was decid-
ed that Jesus must be God, it was also 
determined that Mary must be sinless in 
order to be worthy to carry a divine be-
ing. Apparently error multiplied error.
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3. Causing good people to do bad things 
There are likely many incidences of con-
flict, but a prominent one is when John 
Calvin burned a fellow Christian alive be-
cause they differed over the Trinity. This 
is an act to which he apparently never re-
pented. (It is strangely ironic that today, 
at least 200 denominations, comprising 
over 100 million people, can trace their 
legacy back to John Calvin.)

4. The probable founding of Islam 
The ancient Eastern Church did not em-
brace the Trinity even when Rome de-
clared it to be orthodoxy. Centuries later, 
early Islam was heavily influenced by 
these Eastern Church teachings, which is 
likely why there was a ferocious mono-
theistic posture. Another irony is that 
Islam eventually rejected all Christianity, 
seeing it as heretical, partly due to per-
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ceived polytheism ascribed to the Trinity. 
I can’t go into full details here, but for 
more insights into this fascinating phe-
nomenon, please try to read What the 
Modern Martyr Should Know, by Norbert 
G. Pressburg.

5. Creating barriers for Muslims and Jews 
to consider the claims of Jesus Christ 
It is well known that Islam and Judaism 
have no tolerance for the Trinity, and this 
because of their historical teachings re-
garding monotheism.

6. Introducing illogical and irrational ele-
ments into an otherwise rational cre-
ation
If the planets follow God’s detailed laws 
of creation, and are understandable by 
humans, how could the Trinity be virtual-
ly impossible for any thinking Christian to 
fathom?
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7. Causing confusion for both Christians 
and non-Christians 
Much syncretism has resulted over the 
centuries, even including warped varia-
tions on the Trinity: Joseph-Mary-Jesus, 
God-Mary-Jesus, etc.
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Remains

The good news is that we need not toss 
the Trinity on the trash heap of theological 
history. Rather we can restore it to a place 
that it probably held at the beginning of the 
Church: an evangelistic contextual tool, i.e. 
a “redemptive analogy.” Let me attempt to 
explain. 

Don Richardson wrote a book called, Eternity 
in their Hearts, where he tried to document 
ways that tribes and people groups had been 
prepared, in advance, for the Gospel; and that 
that message eventually found them. There 
are some incredible examples of traditions 
and prophecies that groups held that were 
similar to the following: One day in the fu-
ture a pale man with a black object will come 
and tell you the way to paradise. The idea is 
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that when later a Caucasian missionary one 
day strolled into the village, carrying a black 
Bible, the people were ready to listen. They 
had in some cases been waiting for hundreds 
or even thousands of years. Richardson tries 
to make the case that God had placed these 
seeds into the cultures of the world in order 
that all peoples would eventually have the 
chance to hear the truth.

In his book, you will see that sometimes the 
tribal prophecies were not exactly in align-
ment with the reality they faced. For exam-
ple, if I recall correctly, one case was that the 
fair-skinned man would carry black banana 
leaves. So in that case, the missionary had to 
explain that the black Bible he carried is like 
the black banana leaves. It is similar but the 
that slight variation does not take anything 
away from the overall story.
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The reason I am sharing all this is because in 
antiquity, there were a number of religions 
that were comprised of three-headed gods 
or of three gods who shared a god-head-
like role. We already saw the earlier refer-
ences to the Roman Jupiter-Juno-Minerva 
and Jupiter-Mars-Quirinus. But there were 
others like Osiris-Isis-Horus, Amun-Re-Ptah, 
Zeus-Poseidon-Adonis, Amen-Mut-Khonsu, 
and Khnum-Satis-Anukis. (Najovits, 3-84 and 
Weigall, 197-198)

As early Christianity spread, it would have 
undoubtedly bumped up against those who 
already were familiar with three gods, or 
who openly worshipped that way. And for 
Christians willing to share their faith, the 
notion of the Trinity as a redemptive analo-
gy, could be a great way to explain this new 
monotheistic faith. It’s not three gods, but it 
has some similarities, with three prominent 
characters, at least.
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For example, let’s imagine a sample conver-
sation that could have taken place, between 
Sunira, an Egyptian tanner; and Barnati, a 
Jewish-Christian trader in Cairo.

Barnati: Greetings my friend, it looks like 
you have some skins that you want to 
trade.

Sunira: I am not sure I want to trade, but 
I came to the market to see what is 
available.

Barnati: Well, if you would like to sit with 
me, maybe I could show you what 
I have to give. I enjoy the shading on 
some of those hides and I’d like to see 
more.

[So they sit down and begin the discussion 
and negotiation process. After some 
time, they make their final agreements 
and exchange wares.]
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Sunira: You seem far from home. I wonder 
how long your journey has taken.

Barnati: Many days my friend. And it will 
be many days until I see my home coun-
try again. But there have been some 
problems and so it is safer for me now 
here, anyway.

Sunira: What sorts of problems?
Barnati: It has to do  with issues of our 

religion. Conflicts and disagreements 
which have grown into quite danger-
ous situations at times. I am safer here.

Sunira: To which gods are you bound?
Barnati: I am a Jew, but I believe in the 

Christ.
Sunira: Who is this Christ?
Barnati: He is the promised leader we’ve 

been waiting for, for many years. He 
came but then the Romans killed him.

Sunira: So now will your leader rule from 
the grave?
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Barnati: Actually, he rose from the dead.
Sunira: Really? Then he is a god. We also 

have gods who can’t be killed. But if he 
is a god, how then did he come to you? 
And where is he now?

Barnati: He came as a baby, born to a wom-
an. He was a carpenter until his thirti-
eth year. And then he started to tell us 
the way to Yahweh—who is our God. 
Then they killed him and three days 
later he rose into heaven to sit next to 
God. But not before showing himself to 
many of our people.

Sunira: I can hardly believe that one of the 
gods appeared and walked on earth 
so recently. We are taught that it has 
been many ages since that has hap-
pened. But why did he allow himself to 
be killed in the first place, being a god 
and all? And what good is he to you if 
he now sits in heaven?
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Barnati: Actually, he was the son of God, 
and a very great prophet. He died as 
a sacrifice for his people. He took our 
place.

Sunira: And which god is his mother?
Barnati: None. He is only the Son of God.
Sunira: I see. This is getting a little con-

fusing for me. We have but three chief 
gods, Amun, Re and Ptah. 

Barnati: Well, we believe we worship the 
one true God— Yahweh—who is kind 
of like your Amun. And Yahweh’s son, 
Yeshua, could be similar to your Ptah. 
And we even have the Holy Spirit of 
God, who might remind you of your 
Re. So you see, I am not trying to re-
place your deities, but to tell you what 
I believe to be their real names, so to 
speak; which I have just now explained. 
If you are interested, I can expound to 
you much about what has happened 
in recent times, which you might find 



101REMAINS

helpful in your own worship.

If conversations like that actually happened, 
over time one can imagine how some believ-
ers would eventually find trinitarian ideas a 
very convenient way to present Christianity. 
This could also have been particularly the 
case for converts from triune worship sys-
tems. Maybe, just maybe, those ideas stuck 
around until the early church councils had an 
opportunity to refute Arianism and establish 
the ideas of the Trinity as core orthodoxy in 
325 AD.

As I mentioned at the start, while we each 
may have our opinions about this doctrine, 
none of us can know the absolute truth on 
this side of heaven. 

For me, I will gladly admit my error if I am 
found to be.
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Two Final Thoughts

1. Over the course of a couple of centuries, 
Roman and Protestant European Christianity 
had some unfortunate seasons of violence. 
Both sides were known to imprison, torture 
or even to burn theological enemies at the 
stake. There are many documented cases for 
Roman Catholicism; but, as mentioned ear-
lier, the Protestants have their own as well; 
most prominent is probably when John Cal-
vin ordered an opponent to execution by fire. 

Even so, for about the past four hundred 
years, these two sides have had at least one 
thing that they did not fight over: The Trinity. 
And maybe because of that, it has curious-
ly become a litmus test of sorts—at least in 
some circles—to decide who is a true believ-
er and who is not.
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I would like to humbly suggest that one of 
the results of this book, (for any denomina-
tions or movements which take this serious-
ly), is to think of another way to decide who 
is and who is not in the Kingdom. Remember 
that Jesus said, “You must be born again.” 
Why can’t that be the decider of the true be-
liever, instead of acceptance or rejection of 
the Trinity? Meaning, true Christians could 
be recognized (by the Church) as those who 
have been born again…instead of those who 
only embrace the Trinity. 

2. I once heard an acquaintance say, “Come 
on, Jesus must be God. I mean look at all the 
miracles he did.” But I worry that that same 
friend may never attempt any miracles in his 
own life because conversely, he knows he’s 
not God. Meaning, he might say, “I can’t pray 
for someone to be healed, because I am not 
God, like Jesus was.” It can become our ex-
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cuse that let’s us off the hook, despite John 
14:12 when Jesus said that we will do great-
er works than he did. 

On the other hand, if Jesus was not God, and 
he still healed the sick, then maybe we have 
fewer excuses. 

Using that reasoning, some still may maintain 
their protestations and say, “Well, yeah, but 
Jesus was perfect and sinless, and I’m not.” 

Anyway, I guess there will always be those 
who make excuses.
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For Jews and Muslims

This section is for any readers who have Jew-
ish or Islamic backgrounds.

You may have heard that Christians have 
three Gods, to which you may take offense.

Actually, as you can see in this book, this 
Christian (the author) has one God. 

I am a monotheist. 

I hope you can see that is possible to be Chris-
tian and monotheistic.

However, I also call Jesus the “Son of Man,” 
and the “Son of God,” because that is the 
terminology that he used. I think what he 
meant by that is that he is created directly 
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by God, having no biological human parents 
(although being born to Mary, but not of her 
egg). And that makes him intimately connect-
ed to God the Father. He also claimed to be 
the Jewish Messiah or Christ. Since I am not 
Jewish, all I can do is believe Jesus’ words and 
those Jews who accept him as the Messiah. 
Even so, I realize that he did not fulfill all the 
expectations that some anticipated for the 
Messiah. To that end, since some Jews did 
(and do) recognize him as the Messiah, and 
of course, many Jews do not, I simply realize 
that it is up to each Jew to decide.

I suspect that the “Son of God” term, at least, 
will likely still be problematic, and I am not 
trying to get anyone to compromise on this 
issue. That is something each person needs 
to decide individually.

Anyway, my point is that I hope you will not 
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immediately dismiss Jesus just because of the 
“three Gods” argument. I believe that there 
is only one God and I highly suspect that Je-
sus did (and does) too. 

It was Rabbi Moses Nachmanides who said 
that the biggest divide between Christians 
and Jews is not the messiahship, but the 
divinity of Jesus. (http://www.simpletore-
member.com/articles/a/jewsandjesus/) 

If this is true, I wonder if some Jews would 
think differently, should the global Christian 
Church declare a new orthodoxy whereby Je-
sus is not God.

http://www.simpletoremember.com/articles/a/jewsandjesus/
http://www.simpletoremember.com/articles/a/jewsandjesus/
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Doxology

Why do millions and billions of people around 
the globe believe that Jesus was and is God? 
Because some man—a sinful human being—
stood up, around 1800 years ago, raised his 
voice, and told humanity that it was so.

Today I (also sinful) lift my voice and say that 
based on the words of Christ himself, I be-
lieve that Jesus is not God, but the Son of 
God. This is not a demotion, but a way to glo-
rify the Son, by honoring precisely what he 
taught us; as well as to honor God. I do not 
feel the need to add anything to what Jesus 
has already spoken. 

And in rejecting the Trinity, I choose to hon-
or Jesus above all other people who have 
lived, thereby putting his opinion over those 



109DOXOLOGY

of church leaders; whether they be Catholic, 
Protestant, Orthodox or any other kind. 

Finally, in an attempt to obey Jesus, and to 
worship God with my heart as well as my lips, 
trying not to worship in vain; and specifically 
not aligning with rules only taught by men, 
I once and for all banish from my soul the  
Roman tradition of the Trinity.
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Creeds

The New Apostles Creed (removals; red 
text new)

I believe in God, the Father almighty, cre-
ator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our 
Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy 
Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was cruci-
fied, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.
On the third day, he rose again.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at 

the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and 

the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catho-

lic universal church, the communion of 
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saints believers, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.

Amen

The New Nicene Creed (removals; red text 
new)

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, and all that 
is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one the Lord Jesus Christ, the 
only Son of God, eternally begotten of 
the Father. 
God from God, light from light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, one 
in being with the Father. Through him all 
things were made. For us men and for 
our salvation he came down from heav-
en. By the power of the Holy Spirit, he 
was born of the virgin Mary, and became 
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man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 

Pilate; he suffered died and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in fulfillment 

of the Scriptures; he ascended into heav-
en and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 
giver of life, who which proceeds from 
the Father and the Son. With the Father 
and the Son, he is worshipped and glo-
rified. He and has spoken through the 
Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic universal 
and apostolic church.

We acknowledge one baptism in the Spirit 
for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
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and the life of the world to come.
Amen

The Kingdom Creed (new)

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, 
the Creator of heaven and earth.

We believe in Jesus, Yeshua; the Perfect 
Man, the only Son of God, the Prophet 
and the Christ.

He was sent from God to save humanity by 
sacrificing himself for our sins.

His absolute atonement allows sinners 
to repent, to be forgiven and to be re-
deemed.

We embrace the new life of being born 
again.

We celebrate the love God gives for each 
other.

We believe in the Kingdom of God; where 
the Lord Jesus is King. He rules and judg-



114  CREEDS

es with the authority given him by our 
Father.

He will come again to establish his new 
earthly reign and to judge humanity and 
the nations.

We believe in the Holy Spirit of God, given 
by Jesus as helper, counselor and convic-
tor of sin.

This Spirit empowers the children of the 
Kingdom to carry on the words and 
works of Christ.

We believe in the global church, with Jesus 
as Head.

We look for the return of Christ, the resur-
rection of the body and the Kingdom to 
come.

Amen.
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Verses Examined  
in This Study

Matthew (chapter: verses – titles used)
4: 4,7,10 – God
5: 34,48 – God, Father
6: 4,6-13,33 – Father
7: 11,21 – Father, Lord
8: 7,20 – Son of Man
9: 2,6,9,15,38 – Lord of the Harvest, Son of 

Man, Bridegroom
10: 20,22,28,29,32-33,37,39,40 – Father, 

Spirit of your Father
11: 19,25,27 – Father, Son of Man, Son
12: 3,6,8,13,27,28,31,32,40,41,42,43-45,49-

50 – God, Father, Son of Man, Lord of the 
Sabbath, Spirit of God, Spirit, Holy Spirit

13: 14,17,24,33,37,41,43,44-50,57 – Father, 
Son of Man, A prophet

15: 13,24,26,28 – Father 
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16: 17,18,19,27-28 – Father, Son of Man
17: 9,12,22-23 – Son of Man
18: 6,10,14,19,20,35 – Father 
19: 8,17,28 – One, Son of Man
20: 18-19,23,28 – Father, Son of Man
21: 3,16,27 – Lord 
22: 2,29-32,37,42,43-45 – God, Lord
23: 9,10,22,34,37,39 – Father, God, Christ, 

Teacher, Leader
24: 5,9,14,21,22,24,27,30,31,35,36,37,42, 

44 – Father, Christ, Son of Man, Son, Lord
25: 31,32-33,34,46 – Father, Son of Man, 

King
26: 2,11,18,24,28,29,31,39,42,45,53,64 – 

Father, Son of Man, Teacher, Shepherd, 
27: 11,46 – God 
28: 10,18-20 – Father, Son, Holy Spirit

Mark (chapter: verses – titles used)
1: 15,17
2: 5,10,28 – Son of Man, Lord of the Sab-
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bath
3: 28-29,34-35 – God 
4: 39
5: 8,30,41
6: 4 – A prophet
8: 30,38 – Father, Christ, Son of Man
9: 12-13,31,37,41 – Son of Man, Christ
10: 6,9,14,18,29-31,33-34,40,45 – God, Son 

of Man
11: 14,25,33 – Father 
12: 25,27,29-30,35-37 – God 
13: 11,12-13,19,23,26-27,31,32 – Father, 

Son of Man, Son, Holy Spirit
14: 21,22,24-25,28,36,41,62 – God, Father, 

Son of Man
15: 2,34 – God 

Luke (chapter: verses – titles used)
2: 49 – Father 
4: 4,8,12,18-19,24 – God, Lord, Prophet, 

Spirit of the Lord
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5: 24 – Son of Man
6: 5,35-36 – Father, Son of Man, Lord of the 

Sabbath
7: 23,34 – Son of Man
8: 21,39,45,54 – God 
9: 20,22,26,44,58 – Father, Son of Man
10: 2,16,21,22 – Father, Lord of the Harvest, 

One, Son
11: 2-4,13,20,28,49 – Father, God, Holy  

Spirit
12: 5,8-9,10,12,28,30-31,32,40,49 – Father, 

God, One, Son of Man, Holy Spirit
13: 34
17: 20-21,24,26,30 – God, Son of Man
18: 8,19,31-33 – God, Son of Man
19: 9-10,40,44,46 – Son of Man
20: 8,41-44
21: 15,27,33,36 – Son of Man
22: 16,19,20,22,27,29-30,42,48,69,70 –  

Father, God, Son of Man
23: 3,34,43,46 – Father 
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24: 46-48,49 – Father, Christ

John (chapter: verses – titles used)
1: 51 – God, Son of Man
2: 16,19 – Father 
3: 13,14-15,16,17,18 – God, Son of Man, 

Son
4: 26,34,50 – Christ
5: 8,17,19,20,21,22,23,24,25,26,27,30,31,3

6,37,39,43 – Father, Son of Man, Son of 
God, Son

6: 27,29,32,33,35,37,38-40,44,45,46,50-
51,53-56,57-58,62,63,65 – Father, God, 
Son of Man, Son, Spirit

7: 16,28-29,33-34
8: 12,14,16,23,28-29,31-32,36,38,42,47,49-

50,54-56,58 – Father, God, Son of Man, 
Son, Light of the World

9: 4-5,35 – Son of Man
10: 7-9,11,14-15,17,18,25,29,30,32,34-38 – 

Father, God, Son of God, Shepherd
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11: 4,25-26,40,41-42 – Father, God, Son of 
God

12: 23,26,27-28,30,32,44-45,47-50 – Father, 
One, Son of Man

13: 13,14-15,20,31-32 – God, Son of Man, 
Teacher, Lord

14: 1,2-4,6,7,9,10,11,12,13,14,16,17,18-
19,20,21,23-24,26,28,31 – Father, God, 
Son, Helper, Spirit of Truth, Holy Spirit

15: 1,8,9-10,15,16,21,23,24,26-27 – Father, 
One, Helper, Spirit of Truth

16: 3,5,7,8-11,13,14,15,23,25,26,27-28,32 – 
Father, Helper, Spirit of Truth

17: 1,2,3,4,5,6-19,20-26 – Father, God, Son, 
Jesus Christ

18: 11,37 – Father, King
20: 17,21,22,23 – Father, Holy Spirit

Acts of the Apostles (chapter: verses – titles 
used)

1: 4-8 – Father, Lord, Holy Spirit
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Revelation (chapter: verses – titles used)
1: 8 – Alpha, Omega
2: 27 – Father 
3: 5,21 – Father 
22: 13,16 – Alpha, Omega, Jesus, Root of 

David, Offspring of David, Bright Morning 
Star
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It is written, ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.’ On the other hand, it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’ Go, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord your God, and serve Him only. But I say to you, make no oath at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, 
Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect. so that your giving will be in secret; and your Father who sees what is done in secret will reward you. But you, when you pray, go into your inner room, close your door and pray to your Father who is in secret, and your Father who sees what is done in secret will reward you. And when you 
are praying, do not use meaningless repetition as the Gentiles do, for they suppose that they will be heard for their many words. So do not be like them; for your Father knows what you need before you ask Him. Pray, then, in this way: ‘Our Father who is in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. Your kingdom come. Your will be done, On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.’ But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. If you then, being evil, know how to give 
good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give what is good to those who ask Him! Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter. I will come and heal him. The foxes have holes and the birds of the air have nests, but the Son 
of Man has nowhere to lay His head. Take courage, son; your sins are forgiven. But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins...Get up, pick up your bed and go home. Follow Me! The attendants of the bridegroom cannot mourn as long as the bridegroom is with them, can they? But the days will come when the bridegroom 
is taken away from them, and then they will fast. Therefore beseech the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into His harvest. For it is not you who speak, but it is the Spirit of your Father who speaks in you. You will be hated by all because of My name, but it is the one who has endured to the end who will be saved. Do not fear those who kill the body 
but are unable to kill the soul; but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a cent? And yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. Therefore everyone who confesses Me before men, I will also confess him before My Father who is in heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, 
I will also deny him before My Father who is in heaven. He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; and he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. He who has found his life will lose it, and he who has lost his life for My sake will find it. He who receives you receives Me, and he who receives Me receives Him who 
sent Me. The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Behold, a gluttonous man and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds. I praise You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that You have hidden these things from the wise and intelligent and have revealed them to infants. All things have been 
handed over to Me by My Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father; nor does anyone know the Father except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son wills to reveal Him. Have you not read what David did when he became hungry, he and his companions, But I say to you that something greater than the temple is here. For the Son of Man is Lord 
of the Sabbath. Stretch out your hand! If I by Beelzebul cast out demons, by whom do your sons cast them out? For this reason they will be your judges. But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon you. Therefore I say to you, any sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven people, but blasphemy against the Spirit shall not 
be forgiven. Whoever speaks a word against the Son of Man, it shall be forgiven him; but whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit, it shall not be forgiven him, either in this age or in the age to come. for just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the sea monster, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. 
The men of Nineveh will stand up with this generation at the judgment, and will condemn it because they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and behold, something greater than Jonah is here. The Queen of the South will rise up with this generation at the judgment and will condemn it, because she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of 
Solomon; and behold, something greater than Solomon is here. Now when the unclean spirit goes out of a man, it passes through waterless places seeking rest, and does not find it. Then it says, ‘I will return to my house from which I came’; and when it comes, it finds it unoccupied, swept, and put in order. Then it goes and takes along with it seven other 
spirits more wicked than itself, and they go in and live there; and the last state of that man becomes worse than the first. That is the way it will also be with this evil generation. Behold My mother and My brothers! For whoever does the will of My Father who is in heaven, he is My brother and sister and mother. In their case the prophecy of Isaiah is being 
fulfilled, which says, ‘You will keep on hearing, but will not understand; You will keep on seeing, but will not perceive;’ For truly I say to you that many prophets and righteous men desired to see what you see, and did not see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it. The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his 
field. The kingdom of heaven is like leaven, which a woman took and hid in three pecks of flour until it was all leavened. The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man, The Son of Man will send forth His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all stumbling blocks, and those who commit lawlessness, then the righteous will shine forth as the sun 
in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear. The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in the field, which a man found and hid again; and from joy over it he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking fine pearls, and upon finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold 
all that he had and bought it. Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet cast into the sea, and gathering fish of every kind; and when it was filled, they drew it up on the beach; and they sat down and gathered the good fish into containers, but the bad they threw away. So it will be at the end of the age; the angels will come forth and take out the wicked 
from among the righteous, and will throw them into the furnace of fire; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. A prophet is not without honor except in his hometown and in his own household. Every plant which My heavenly Father did not plant shall be uprooted. I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. It is not good to 
take the children’s bread and throw it to the dogs. O woman, your faith is great; it shall be done for you as you wish. Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it. I 
will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; and whatever you bind on earth shall have been bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall have been loosed in heaven. For the Son of Man is going to come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and will then repay every man according to his deeds. Truly I say to you, there are some of those 
who are standing here who will not taste death until they see the Son of Man coming in His kingdom. Tell the vision to no one until the Son of Man has risen from the dead. but I say to you that Elijah already came, and they did not recognize him, but did to him whatever they wished. So also the Son of Man is going to suffer at their hands. The Son of Man 
is going to be delivered into the hands of men; and they will kill Him, and He will be raised on the third day. but whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to stumble, it would be better for him to have a heavy millstone hung around his neck, and to be drowned in the depth of the sea. See that you do not despise one of these little ones, for 
I say to you that their angels in heaven continually see the face of My Father who is in heaven. So it is not the will of your Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones perish. Again I say to you, that if two of you agree on earth about anything that they may ask, it shall be done for them by My Father who is in heaven. For where two or three have 
gathered together in My name, I am there in their midst. My heavenly Father will also do the same to you, if each of you does not forgive his brother from your heart. Because of your hardness of heart Moses permitted you to divorce your wives; but from the beginning it has not been this way. Why are you asking Me about what is good? There is only One 
who is good; but if you wish to enter into life, keep the commandments. Truly I say to you, that you who have followed Me, in the regeneration when the Son of Man will sit on His glorious throne, you also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem; and the Son of Man will be delivered to the chief 
priests and scribes, and they will condemn Him to death, and will hand Him over to the Gentiles to mock and scourge and crucify Him, and on the third day He will be raised up. My cup you shall drink; but to sit on My right and on My left, this is not Mine to give, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared by My Father. just as the Son of Man did not 
come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many. If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord has need of them,’ and immediately he will send them. Yes; have you never read, ‘Out of the mouth of infants and nursing babies You have prepared praise for Yourself’? Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things. But 
when the vine-growers saw the son, they said among themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and seize his inheritance.’ The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding feast for his son. You are mistaken, not understanding the Scriptures nor the power of God. For in the resurrection they neither marry nor are given in 
marriage, but are like angels in heaven. But regarding the resurrection of the dead, have you not read what was spoken to you by God: ‘I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? He is not the God of the dead but of the living. You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind. What 
do you think about the Christ, whose son is He? Then how does David in the Spirit call Him ‘Lord,’ saying, ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at My right 
hand, Until I put Your enemies beneath Your feet”’? If David then calls Him ‘Lord,’ how is He his son? Do not call anyone on earth your father; for One 
is your Father, He who is in heaven. Do not be called leaders; for One is your Leader, that is, Christ. And whoever swears by heaven, swears both 
by the throne of God and by Him who sits upon it. Therefore, behold, I am sending you prophets and wise men and scribes; some of them you will 
kill and crucify, and some of them you will scourge in your synagogues, and persecute from city to city, Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills the proph-
ets and stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, the way a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, 
and you were unwilling. For I say to you, from now on you will not see Me until you say, ‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!’ For many 
will come in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will mislead many. Then they will deliver you to tribulation, and will kill you, and you will be 
hated by all nations because of My name. This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all the nations, and then 
the end will come. For then there will be a great tribulation, such as has not occurred since the beginning of the world until now, nor ever will. Un-
less those days had been cut short, no life would have been saved; but for the sake of the elect those days will be cut short. For false Christs and false 
prophets will arise and will show great signs and wonders, so as to mis- lead, if possible, even the elect. For just as the lightning comes from the 
east and flashes even to the west, so will the coming of the Son of Man be. And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the 
tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky with power and great glory. And He will send forth 
His angels with a great trumpet and they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the other. Heaven and 
earth will pass away, but My words will not pass away. But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the 
Father alone. For the coming of the Son of Man will be just like the days of Noah. Therefore be on the alert, for you do not know which day your Lord 
is coming. For this reason you also must be ready; for the Son of Man is coming at an hour when you do not think He will. But when the Son of 
Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, then He will sit on His glorious throne. All the nations will be gathered before Him; and He will 
separate them from one another, as the shepherd separates the sheep from the goats; and He will put the sheep on His right, and the goats on 
the left. Then the King will say to those on His right, ‘Come, you who are blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world. These will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life. You know that after two days the Passover 
is coming, and the Son of Man is to be handed over for crucifixion. For you always have the poor with you; but you do not always have Me. Go into 
the city to a certain man, and say to him, ‘The Teacher says, “My time is near; I am to keep the Passover at your house with My disciples.” The Son 
of Man is to go, just as it is written of Him; but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been good for that man if he 
had not been born. for this is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for forgiveness of sins. But I say to you, I will not drink of this 
fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it new with you in My Father’s kingdom. You will all fall away because of Me this night, for it 
is written, ‘I will strike down the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall be scattered.’ My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; yet not 
as I will, but as You will. My Father, if this cannot pass away unless I drink it, Your will be done. Are you still sleeping and resting? Behold, the hour is 
at hand and the Son of Man is being betrayed into the hands of sinners. Or do you think that I cannot appeal to My Father, and He will at once put at 
My disposal more than twelve legions of angels? You have said it yourself; nevertheless I tell you, hereafter you will see the Son of Man sitting at the 
right hand of Power, and coming on the clouds of heaven. It is as you say. Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? Do not be afraid; go and take word to My 
brethren to leave for Galilee, and there they will see Me. All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples 
of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; 
and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age. The time is ful- filled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel. 
Follow Me, and I will make you become fishers of men. Son, your sins are forgiven. But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on 
earth to forgive sins So the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath. Truly I say to you, all sins shall be forgiven the sons of men, and whatever blas-
phemies they utter; but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin. Behold My mother and My 
brothers! For whoever does the will of God, he is My brother and sister and mother. Hush, be still. Come out of the man, you unclean spirit! Who 
touched My garments? Talitha kum! A prophet is not without honor ex- cept in his hometown and among his own relatives and in his own house-
hold. For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will also be ashamed of him when He 
comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels. Elijah does first come and restore all things. And yet how is it written of the Son of Man 
that He will suffer many things and be treated with contempt? But I say to you that Elijah has indeed come, and they did to him whatever they 
wished, just as it is written of him. The Son of Man is to be delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill Him; and when He has been killed, He 
will rise three days later. Whoever receives one child like this in My name receives Me; and whoever receives Me does not receive Me, but Him who 
sent Me. For whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because of your name as followers of Christ, truly I say to you, he will not lose his reward. 
But from the beginning of creation, God made them male and female. What therefore God has joined together, let no man separate. Permit the 
children to come to Me; do not hinder them; for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. Why do you call Me good? No one is good except 
God alone. Truly I say to you, there is no one who has left house or broth- ers or sisters or mother or father or children or farms, for My sake and for 
the gospel’s sake, but that he will receive a hundred times as much now in the present age, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and chil-
dren and farms, along with persecutions; and in the age to come, eternal life. But many who are first will be last, and the last, first. Behold, we are 
going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be delivered to the chief priests and the scribes; and they will condemn Him to death and will hand 
Him over to the Gentiles. They will mock Him and spit on Him, and scourge Him and kill Him, and three days later He will rise again. But to sit on My 
right or on My left, this is not Mine to give; but it is for those for whom it has been prepared. For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, 
but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many. May no one ever eat fruit from you again! Whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have 
anything against anyone, so that your Father who is in heaven will also forgive you your transgressions. Nor will I tell you by what authority I do 
these things. For when they rise from the dead, they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven. He is not the God of 
the dead, but of the living; you are greatly mistaken. The foremost is, ‘Hear, O Israel! The Lord our God is one Lord; and you shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ How is it that the scribes say that the 
Christ is the son of David? David himself said in the Holy Spirit, ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at My right hand, Until I put Your enemies beneath 
Your feet.”’ David himself calls Him ‘Lord’; so in what sense is He his son? When they arrest you and hand you over, do not worry beforehand about 
what you are to say, but say whatever is given you in that hour; for it is not you who speak, but it is the Holy Spirit. Brother will betray brother to 
death, and a father his child; and children will rise up against parents and have them put to death. You will be hated by all because of My name, but 
the one who endures to the end, he will be saved. For those days will be a time of tribulation such as has not occurred since the beginning of the 
creation which God created until now, and never will. But take heed; be- hold, I have told you everything in advance. Then they will see the Son of 
Man coming in clouds with great power and glory. And then He will send forth the angels, and will gather together His elect from the four winds, 
from the farthest end of the earth to the farthest end of heaven. Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will not pass away. But of that day 
or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone. For the Son of Man is to go just as it is written of Him; but 
woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been good for that man if he had not been born. Take it; this is My body. This is 
My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many. Truly I say to you, I will never again drink of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink 
it new in the kingdom of God. But after I have been raised, I will go ahead of you to Galilee. Abba! Father! All things are possible for You; remove this 
cup from Me; yet not what I will, but what You will. Are you still sleeping and resting? It is enough; the hour has come; behold, the Son of Man is 
being betrayed into the hands of sinners. I am; and you shall see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of Power, and coming with the clouds of 
heaven. It is as you say. Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani? Why is it that you were looking for Me? Did you not know that I had to be in My Father’s 
house? It is written, ‘Man shall not live on bread alone.’ It is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord your God and serve Him only.’ It is said, ‘You shall 
not put the Lord your God to the test. The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, Because He anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor. He has sent Me 
to proclaim release to the captives, And recovery of sight to the blind, To set free those who are oppressed, To proclaim the favorable year of the 
Lord. Truly I say to you, no prophet is welcome in his hometown. But, so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive 
sins, The Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath. But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return; and your reward will be 
great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for He Himself is kind to un- grateful and evil men. Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. Blessed 
is he who does not take offense at Me. The Son of Man has come eating and drinking, and you say, ‘Behold, a gluttonous man and a drunkard, a 
friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ My mother and My brothers are these who hear the word of God and do it. Return to your house and de-
scribe what great things God has done for you. Who is the one who touched Me? Child, arise! But who do you say that I am? The Son of Man 
must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed and be raised up on the third day. For whoever 
is ashamed of Me and My words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when He comes in His glory, and the glory of the Father and of the holy 
angels. Let these words sink into your ears; for the Son of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of men. The foxes have holes and the birds of 
the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head. The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore beseech the Lord 
of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest. The one who listens to you listens to Me, and the one who rejects you rejects Me; and he who 
rejects Me rejects the One who sent Me. I praise You, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that You have hidden these things from the wise and 
intelligent and have revealed them to infants. Yes, Father, for this way was well-pleasing in Your sight. All things have been handed over to Me by My 
Father, and no one knows who the Son is except the Father, and who the Father is except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son wills to reveal Him. 
When you pray, say: ‘Father, hallowed be Your name. Your kingdom come. Give us each day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, For we ourselves 
also forgive everyone who is indebted to us. And lead us not into tempta- tion.’ If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, 
how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him? But if I cast out demons by the finger of God, then the king-
dom of God has come upon you. On the contrary, blessed are those who hear the word of God and observe it. I will send to them prophets and 
apostles, and some of them they will kill and some they will persecute, But I will warn you whom to fear: fear the One who, after He has killed, has authority to cast into hell; yes, I tell you, fear Him! And I say to you, everyone who confesses Me before men, the Son of Man will confess him also before the angels of God; but he who denies Me before men 
will be denied before the angels of God. And everyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man, it will be forgiven him; but he who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven him. for the Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour what you ought to say. But if God so clothes the grass in the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown 
into the furnace, how much more will He clothe you? You men of little faith! For all these things the nations of the world eagerly seek; but your Father knows that you need these things. But seek His kingdom, and these things will be added to you. Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has chosen gladly to give you the kingdom. You too, be ready; for 
the Son of Man is coming at an hour that you do not expect. I have come to cast fire upon the earth; and how I wish it were already kindled! O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, just as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you would not have it! 
The kingdom of God is not coming with signs to be observed; nor will they say, ‘Look, here it is!’ or, ‘There it is!’ For behold, the kingdom of God is in your midst. For just like the lightning, when it flashes out of one part of the sky, shines to the other part of the sky, so will the Son of Man be in His day. And just as it happened in the days of Noah, so it will be 
also in the days of the Son of Man: It will be just the same on the day that the Son of Man is revealed I tell you that He will bring about justice for them quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will He find faith on the earth? Why do you call Me good? No one is good except God alone. Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and all things which are 
written through the prophets about the Son of Man will be accomplished. For He will be handed over to the Gentiles, and will be mocked and mistreated and spit upon, and after they have scourged Him, they will kill Him; and the third day He will rise again. Today salvation has come to this house, because he, too, is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man 
has come to seek and to save that which was lost. I tell you, if these become silent, the stones will cry out! and they will level you to the ground and your children within you, and they will not leave in you one stone upon another, because you did not recognize the time of your visitation. It is written, ‘And My house shall be a house of prayer,’ but you have 
made it a robbers’ den. Nor will I tell you by what authority I do these things. How is it that they say the Christ is David’s son? For David himself says in the book of Psalms, ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at My right hand, Until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet.”’ Therefore David calls Him ‘Lord,’ and how is He his son? for I will give you utterance 
and wisdom which none of your opponents will be able to resist or refute. Then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will not pass away. But keep on the alert at all times, praying that you may have strength to escape all these things that are about to take place, and to 
stand before the Son of Man. for I say to you, I shall never again eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God. for I say to you, I will not drink of the fruit of the vine from now on until the kingdom of God comes. This is My body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of Me. This cup which is poured out for you is the new covenant in My blood. For 
indeed, the Son of Man is going as it has been determined; but woe to that man by whom He is betrayed! For who is greater, the one who reclines at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one who reclines at the table? But I am among you as the one who serves. and just as My Father has granted Me a kingdom, I grant you that you may eat and drink 
at My table in My kingdom, and you will sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel. Father, if You are willing, remove this cup from Me; yet not My will, but Yours be done. Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss? But from now on the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of the power of God. Yes, I am. It is as you say. Father, forgive 
them; for they do not know what they are doing. Truly I say to you, today you shall be with Me in Paradise. Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit. Thus it is written, that the Christ would suffer and rise again from the dead the third day, and that repentance for forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in His name to all the nations, beginning from Jeru-
salem. You are witnesses of these things. And behold, I am sending forth the promise of My Father upon you; but you are to stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high. If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; from now on you know Him, and have seen Him. Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not come 
to know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; how can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father is in Me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on My own initiative, but the Father abiding in Me does His works. Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father is in Me; otherwise believe 
because of the works themselves. Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do, he will do also; and greater works than these he will do; because I go to the Father. Whatever you ask in My name, that will I do, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If you ask Me anything in My name, I will do it. I will ask the Father, and He will 
give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever; that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you and will be in you. I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. After a little while the world will no longer see Me, but you will see Me; because 
I live, you will live also. In that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you. He who has My commandments and keeps them is the one who loves Me; and he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and will disclose Myself to him. If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We 
will come to him and make Our abode with him. He who does not love Me does not keep My words; and the word which you hear is not Mine, but the Father’s who sent Me. But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you. You heard that I said to you, ‘I 
go away, and I will come to you.’ If you loved Me, you would have rejoiced because I go to the Father, for the Father is greater than I. but so that the world may know that I love the Father, I do exactly as the Father commanded Me. Get up, let us go from here. I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear 
much fruit, and so prove to be My disciples. Just as the Father has loved Me, I have also loved you; abide in My love. If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love; just as I have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love. No longer do I call you slaves, for the slave does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, 
for all things that I have heard from My Father I have made known to you You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you that you would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask of the Father in My name He may give to you. But all these things they will do to you for My name’s sake, because they do not know 
the One who sent Me. He who hates Me hates My Father also. If I had not done among them the works which no one else did, they would not have sin; but now they have both seen and hated Me and My Father as well. When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, that is the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify 
about Me, and you will testify also, because you have been with Me from the beginning. These things they will do because they have not known the Father or Me. But now I am going to Him who sent Me; and none of you asks Me, ‘Where are You going?’ But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not 
come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you. And He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment; concerning sin, because they do not believe in Me; and concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father and you no longer see Me; and concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world has been judged. 
But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come. He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you. All things that the Father has are Mine; therefore I said that He takes of Mine and will 
disclose it to you. In that day you will not question Me about anything. Truly, truly, I say to you, if you ask the Father for anything in My name, He will give it to you. These things I have spoken to you in figurative language; an hour is coming when I will no longer speak to you in figurative language, but will tell you plainly of the Father. In that day you will ask 
in My name, and I do not say to you that I will request of the Father on your behalf; for the Father Himself loves you, because you have loved Me and have believed that I came forth from the Father. I came forth from the Father and have come into the world; I am leaving the world again and going to the Father. Behold, an hour is coming, and has already 
come, for you to be scattered, each to his own home, and to leave Me alone; and yet I am not alone, because the Father is with Me. Father, the hour has come; glorify Your Son, that the Son may glorify You, even as You gave Him authority over all flesh, that to all whom You have given Him, He may give eternal life. This is eternal life, that they may know You, 
the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent. I glorified You on the earth, having accomplished the work which You have given Me to do. Now, Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was. I have manifested Your name to the men whom You gave Me out of the world; they were Yours and You 
gave them to Me, and they have kept Your word. Now they have come to know that everything You have given Me is from You; for the words which You gave Me I have given to them; and they received them and truly understood that I came forth from You, and they believed that You sent Me. I ask on their behalf; I do not ask on behalf of the world, but of 
those whom You have given Me; for they are Yours; and all things that are Mine are Yours, and Yours are Mine; and I have been glorified in them. I am no longer in the world; and yet they themselves are in the world, and I come to You. Holy Father, keep them in Your name, the name which You have given Me, that they may be one even as We are. While I 
was with them, I was keeping them in Your name which You have given Me; and I guarded them and not one of them perished but the son of perdition, so that the Scripture would be fulfilled. But now I come to You; and these things I speak in the world so that they may have My joy made full in themselves. I have given them Your word; and the world has 
hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. I do not ask You to take them out of the world, but to keep them from the evil one. They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth. As You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world. For their sakes I sanc-
tify Myself, that they themselves also may be sanctified in truth.  I do not ask on behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe in Me through their word; that they may all be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they also may be in Us, so that the world may believe that You sent Me. The glory which You have given Me I have given 
to them, that they may be one, just as We are one; I in them and You in Me, that they may be perfected in unity, so that the world may know that You sent Me, and loved them, even as You have loved Me. Father, I desire that they also, whom You have given Me, be with Me where I am, so that they may see My glory which You have given Me, for You 
loved Me before the foundation of the world. O righteous Father, although the world has not known You, yet I have known You; and these have known that You sent Me; and I have made Your name known to them, and will make it known, so that the love with which You loved Me may be in them, and I in them. Put the sword into the sheath; the cup which 
the Father has given Me, shall I not drink it? You say correctly that I am a king. For this I have been born, and for this I have come into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice. Stop clinging to Me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to My brethren and say to them, ‘I ascend to My Father and your Father, 
and My God and your God. Peace be with you; as the Father has sent Me, I also send you. Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, their sins have been forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they have been retained. Which, you heard of from Me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from 
now. It is not for you to know times or epochs which the Father has fixed by His own authority; but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth. I am the Alpha and the Omega, who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty. and he shall rule them with a rod of iron, as the vessels of the potter are broken to pieces, as I also have received authority from My Father; He who overcomes will thus be clothed in white garments; and I will not erase his name from the book of life, and I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels. He who overcomes, 
I will grant to him to sit down with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end. I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star. 
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